
Climate Change Policy Options 

  Option 1: Past Emitters Must Pay 

According to this 
option what is 
“justice”? 

● Polluters must pay 
● Accountability for past wrongs 

Who does this 
option think should 
face mandatory 
emissions 
restrictions? 

● Historic emitters 

How does this 
option think 
adaptation should 
be paid for? 

● By countries with a history of causing the problem 

According to this 
option, are 
international 
agreements an 
effective way to 
deal with climate 
change? Why? 

● Yes, and they should help countries most vulnerable 
to climate change 

What are this 
options views about 
economic 
development? 

● Poorer countries should be able to develop without 
restriction 

 
 
 



 

  Option 2: Responsibility Must be Shared by All 

According to this 
option what is 
“justice”? 

● Stop current wrongs and prevent future ones 

Who does this 
option think should 
face mandatory 
emissions 
restrictions? 

● All countries should have restrictions 

How does this 
option think 
adaptation should 
be paid for? 

● By those able to pay 

According to this 
option, are 
international 
agreements an 
effective way to 
deal with climate 
change? Why? 

● All countries should play a role in negotiation 

What are this 
options views about 
economic 
development? 

● Long term environmental gains outweigh short term 
economic ones 

 
 
   



 

  Option 3: Economic Growth and Development Come First 

According to this 
option what is 
“justice”? 

● Allowing everyone the opportunity to pursue 
economic prosperity 

Who does this 
option think should 
face mandatory 
emissions 
restrictions? 

● No one, allow growth so new technology can be 
invested in 

How does this 
option think 
adaptation should 
be paid for? 

● National governments, this should not be an 
international issue 

According to this 
option, are 
international 
agreements an 
effective way to 
deal with climate 
change? Why? 

● No, more important to have local control 

What are this 
options views about 
economic 
development? 

● Development has to come first. Need to eliminate 
poverty. 

 


