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Directions: 

Read the following two excerpts from official documents prepared for Congress. Use them and the Library of Congress 

Pakistan Country Profile to complete the timeline on Handout 3. 

Excerpt #1, from NATO in Afghanistan: A Test of the 

Transatlantic Alliance (U.S. Congressional Report, 

December 2009)

Turmoil in neighboring Pakistan has also complicated 

ISAF’s [International Security Assistance Force] mission. 

The assassination of presidential candidate Benazir Bhutto 

in December 2007, possibly by Islamic extremists, led to 

increasing internal restiveness against President Pervez 

Musharraf, criticized by some NATO experts as unable or 

unwilling to stem Taliban movement across the Pakistan 

border into Afghanistan. Some experts believe that over the 

past several years, Pakistani and Afghan Taliban militants 

have increasingly merged and pooled their efforts against 

governments in both countries and al Qaeda has report-

edly been facilitating the Afghanistan insurgency and the 

unrest against the Pakistan government. With the inabil-

ity of the Pakistani government to control the number of 

Taliban insurgents who used Pakistan as a sanctuary, the 

United States stepped up its use of missile attacks against 

suspected insurgent hideouts inside Pakistan. Although 

apparently unofficially tolerated by the Pakistani govern-

ment, this has caused a deterioration in U.S.–Pakistan rela-

tions that continues today and which has led to anti-U.S. 

views in Pakistan. U.S. officials, in July 2008, apparently 

confronted Pakistani officials with evidence that Pakistan’s 

Inter-Services Intelligence agency (ISI) was actively helping 

Afghanistan militants, particularly the Haqqani faction.

Since the resignation of Musharraf, the new government in 

Pakistan has dispatched military units to the border region 

and has authorized the army to conduct offensive oper-

ations against Taliban forces in the northern tribal areas. 

In October 2008, the Pakistan government began to arm 

anti-Taliban tribal militias in the northern region in an 

attempt to control Taliban activity.

In early 2009, the Pakistan government attempted to cur-

tail Taliban military activity in the Swat Valley region by 

agreeing to allow the Taliban to enforce strict Sharia law in 

exchange for ending support for military operations against 

Pakistani government forces and Taliban operations into 

Afghanistan. This initiative ended rather abruptly when 

the Taliban continued its anti-government activity and the 

Pakistan military launched a major military operation in the 

region. Pakistan has reported that since the beginning of the 

offensive, it has inflicted serious casualties on the Taliban 

and has secured large areas of territory once controlled by 

the Taliban. 
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Excerpt #2, from Security and the Environment in 

Pakistan (U.S. Congressional Report, August 2010)

Natural Disasters

Pakistan is prone to certain types of natural disasters with 

significant impacts, especially earthquakes and floods. 

Pakistan has experienced major earthquakes that have 

caused considerable fatalities and damage to critical infra-

structure. The last major earthquake in Pakistan with sig-

nificant consequences was in northern Pakistan in October 

2005. Over 73,000 people died as a result of the earthquake 

and over 5.0 million were displaced. This disaster created 

issues related to food security, health and disease, water and 

sanitation, and infrastructure. It also had a large economic 

toll, causing some to estimate that recovery could cost over 

$5.0 billion.

Pakistan is also subjected to flooding during the monsoon 

season, when flooding has the potential to displace tens of 

thousands of people, damage infrastructure, and destroy 

croplands. In relation to climate change, flooding pat-

terns might follow changes in monsoon seasons. A World 

Bank study has stated that between 1990 and 2008 natural 

disasters killed 60,000 and affected 750 million people in 

South Asia with $45 billion in damages. In July and August 

of 2010, Pakistan experienced what have been described 

as the worst floods in the country’s history. These floods 

reportedly killed over 1,100 and devastated large parts of 

the Swat Valley where the government of Pakistan is seeking 

to reassert its control after displacing Islamist militants. A 

Pew Research poll has found that only 17% of Pakistanis 

hold a favorable view of the United States. In August 2010, 

the United States announced $10 million in assistance to 

aid those affected by the flooding. Such assistance may 

help improve Pakistanis’ perceptions of the United States. 

Melting glaciers might lead to glacial lake outburst floods, 

which can affect communities and settlements downstream. 

A burst can discharge millions of cubic meters of water 

and debris in a few hours into downstream communities. 

There are over 2,500 glacial lakes in the Himalayan region 

of Pakistan; however, just a small fraction are considered 

dangerous.
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N
am

e ___________________________________________________________________________________
 

D
ate ______________________________

D
irections: Fill in the event(s) that occurred during the years listed below

. 


