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And suddenly, the previously March-nervous whites began
announcing they were going.

It was as if electrical current shot through the ranks of bour-
geois Negroes—the very so-called ““middle-class’ and ‘‘upper-
class’” who had earlier been deploring the March on Washington
talk by grass-roots Negroes.

But white people, now, were going to march,

Why, some downtrodden, jobless, hungry Negro might have
gotten trampled. Those *‘integration’’-mad Negroes practically
fan over each other trying to find out where to sign up. The
““angry blacks’’ March suddenly had been made chic. Suddenty
it had a Kentucky Derby image. For the status-seeker, it was a
status symbol. ‘“Were you there?*’ You can hear that right to-
day.

It had become an outing, a picnic.

The moming of the March, any rickety carloads of angry,
dusty, sweating small-town Negroes would have gotten lost
among the chartered jet planes, railroad cars, and air-conditioned
buses. What originally was planned to be an angry riptide, one
English newspaper aptly described now as “‘the gentle flood.”’

Talk about “‘integrated’’! It was like salt and pepper. And,
by now, there wasn’t a single logistics aspect uncontrolled.

The marchers had been instructed to bring no signs—signs
were provided. They had been told to sing one song: ‘“We Shall
Overcome.”” They had been told kow to arrive, when, where 1o
arrive, where to assemble, when to start marching, the route to
march. First-aid stations were strategically located—even where
to faint!

Yes, I was there. I observed that circus. Who ever heard of
angry revolutionists all harmonizing ““We Shall Overcome .
Suum Day . . .”* while tripping and swaying along arm-in-arm
with the very people they were supposed to be angrily revolting
against? Who ever heard of angry revolutionists swinging their

bare feet together with their oppressor in lily-pad park pools,
with gospels and guitars and ‘I Have A Dream’” speeches?

And the black masses in America were—and still are—having
a nightmare.

These “‘angry revolutionists”” even foliowed their final in-
structions: to leave early. With all of those thousands upon thou-
sands of “‘angry revolutionists,’’ so few stayed over that the
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next moming the Washington hotel association reported a costly
loss in empty rooms.

Hollywood couldn’t have topped it.

In a subsequent press poll, not one Congressman or Senator
with a previous record of opposition to civil rights said he had
changed his views. What did anyone expect? How was a one-
day ““integrated”’ picnic going to counter-influence these rep-
resentatives of prejudice rooted deep in the psyche of the
American white man for four hundred years?’

The very fact that millions, black and white, believed in this
monumental farce is another example of how much this country
goes in for the surface glossing over, the escape ruse, surfaces,
instead of truly dealing with its deep-rooted problems.

What that March on Washington did do was Iull Negroes for
a while. But inevitably, the black masses started realizing they
had been smoothly hoaxed again by the white man. And, inev-
itably, the black man’s anger rekindled, deeper than ever, and
there began bursting out in different cities, in the “‘long, hot

sumumer’’ of 1964, unprecedented racial crises.

About a month before the ‘“Farce on Washington,”* the New
York Times reported me, according to its poll conducted on col-
lege and university campuses, as “‘the second most sought af-
ter”” speaker at colleges and universities. The only speaker ahead
of me was Senator Barry Goldwater. _

- I'believe that what had generated such college popularity for
me was Dr. Lincoln’s book, The Black Muslims in America. It
had been made required reading in numerous college courses.
Then a long, candid interview with me was carried by Playboy
magazine, whose circulation on college campuses is the biggest
of any magazine’s. And many students, having studied first the
book and then the Playboy interview, wanted to hear in person
this so-called ‘‘fiery Black Muslim.”’

When the New York Times poll was published, I had spoken
at well over fifty colleges and universities, like Brown, Harvard,
Yale, Columbia and Rutgers, in the Ivy League, and others
throughout the country. Right now, I have invitations from Cor-
nell, Princeton and probably a dozen others, as soon as my time
and their available dates can be scheduled together. Among Ne-
gro institutions, I had then been to Atlanta University and Clark




